P t l February 17, 2009
e A e r (SC HB 3121)

THE PET INDUSTRY'S UNIFIED VOICE

SOUTH CAROLINA LIMITS
NUMBER OF TURTLES
HARVESTED IN THE STATE

** COMMITTEE HEARING ON FEBRUARY 18 **

The Issue.

South Carolina House Bill 3121 prohibits removing more than ten turtles of certain species from
the State. Any person who removes or attempts to remove more than ten of the named species
will be guilty of a misdemeanor.  The taxonomic name of Yellowbelly turtles should be
Trachemys scripta scripta to avoid problems involving Red eared sliders (Trachemys scripta
elegans).

The Impact.

This bill makes it unlawful for a person to remove, or attempt to remove, more than ten, either in

one species or a combination of species, of the following species of turtles:
e Yellowbelly turtle (Trachemys scripta);

Florida cooter (Pseudemys floridana);

River cooter (Pseudemys concinna);

Chicken turtle (Deirochelys reticularia);

Eastern painted turtle (Chrysemys picta);

Spiny softshell turtle (Apalone spinifera);

Florida softshell turtle (Apalone ferox); and

Common snapping turtle (Chelydra serpentine).

Violation of these provisions is a misdemeanor and, if convicted, a person must pay a $200 fine,
with each turtle removed or attempted to be removed being a separate offense.

NOTE: This legislation “does not prohibit the sale, offer for sale, or purchase of the
Yellowbelly turtle (Trachemys scripta) species and the common snapping turtle (Chelydra
serpentine) species if these turtles were taken from a permitted aquaculture facility. However, a
person selling, offering to sell, or purchasing these species must have documentation from the
aquaculture facility as to the origin of the turtles.”
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Recommended Action.

Limiting the number of these turtle species from in-state harvest could be detrimental to your
business, therefore, we wanted to make you aware of this legislation so you can take action if
warranted. HB 3121 is set to be heard before the House Committee on Agriculture, Natural
Resources & Environmental Affairs on February 18, 2009, in Room 410 at 2:30 p.m. Contact
members of the committee (listed below, with districts they represent, and contact information)
immediately to voice your concerns. Those interested in reviewing the actual bill will find it
attached to the online version of this PetAlert on the Breaking News page of PIJAC’s website
(www.pijac.org). PIJAC will also be posting any updates in status to this bill on its website, so
you should check back regularly for changes and recommendations for additional action.

If you have any questions concerning this bill please contact PIJAC’s Bambi Nicole Osborne by
phone at 202-452-1525 or by email at bambi@pijac.org.

State of South Carolina

House Committee on Agriculture, Natural Resources
& Environmental Affairs

Blatt Building, #411

Columbia, SC 29211

803/734-3022

REPRESENTATIVE
Jeff Duncan (Ch)(R-15)

DISTRICT(S) TEL. # EMAIL
803-734-3022 hag@schouse.org

Laurens, Newberry

David R. Hiott (V-Ch)(R-4) Pickens 803-734-3323 hiottd@schouse.org
C. David Umphlett (VV-Ch)(R-100) Berkeley 803-734-2946 umphlettd@schouse.org

Paul L. Agnew (D-11)
Herbert Brown (D-41)
Chandra Dillard (D-23)
Mike Forrester (R-34)
Marion Frye (R-39)

Nelson Hardwick (R-106)
Kenneth F. Hodges (D-121)

Abbeville, Anderson
Chester, Fairfield

Greenville
Spartanburg

Lexington, Saluda

Horry

Beaufort, Colleton

803-734-2293
803-212-6789
803-212-6791
803-212-6792
803-734-3275
803-734-2967
803-734-3062

agnewp@schouse.org
boydbrown@schouse.org
chandradillard@schouse.org
mikeforrester@schouse.org
mbf@schouse.org
hardwickn@schouse.org
hodgesk@schouse.org

Patsy G. Knight (D-97) Dorchester 803-734-2960 knightp@schouse.org
Joseph A. McEachern (D-77) Richland 803-212-6875 joemceachern@schouse.org
Joey Millwood (R-38) Spartanburg 803-212-6876 joeymillwood@schouse.org

Dennis C. Moss (D-29)

Cherokee, Chester, York

803-734-3073

mossd@schouse.org

Steve Parker (R-37) Spartanburg 803-212-6878 steveparker@schouse.org
Mike Sottile (R-112) Charleston 803-212-6880 mikesottile@schouse.org
Tommy Stringer (R-18) Greenville 803-212-6881 tommystringer@schouse.org
Ted Martin Vick (D-53) Chesterfield 803-734-2299 vickt@schouse.org

Not Yet a PIJAC Member?

1-800-553-PETS (1-800-553-7387).

For more than thirty-five years, the Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC) has ensured the
prosperity of the pet industry. To learn more about PIJAC, please visit our website at
www.pijac.org. For further information, please send an e-mail to Members@pijac.org or phone

Our Business IS Your Business. PIJAC: Keeping You in Business.




